Bylaws of “Partnership for a World Without Nuclear Weapons”
Chapter 1 General Provisions
Article 1. Name

The name of this network shall be the “Partnership for a World

Without Nuclear Weapons™ (hereinafter referred to as
“PWNW?).

Article 2. Background and Purposes

1. PWNW shall be based on the partnership entered into on
August 9, 2023 by the arch/bishops of Santa Fe, Seattle,
Nagasaki, and Hiroshima, who have jurisdiction over areas that
either were affected in the past by nuclear weapons or are still
exposed to the dangers posed by these weapons, and shall seek
international cooperation among Catholic dioceses, religious
orders, missionary societies, educational institutions, and other
organizations (hereinafter referred to as “various organizations
of the Catholic Church”) for the realization of a world without
nuclear weapons.

2. Specifically, in order to promote the ratification and expansion
of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
(hereinafter TPNW), and to promote activities to protect all life
and the environment from all forms of devastating and
pernicious harm (hereinafter “nuclear harm”)! caused by the

" The term “nuclear harm” is meant to include the many ways in which nuclear weapons have

inflicted injury and death on people and the environment from the exposure to radioactive materials
and toxic chemicals. Nuclear harm has occurred since 1943 and will persist for generations to come,
even after elimination of all nuclear weapons. This harm includes the following:

. the deaths and suffering of several hundred thousand people in the atomic bombings of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki either from the immediate blast effects, radiation sickness, or
cancer;

. millions of people exposed to radiation from uranium mining and processing, plutonium,
uranium, and tritium production and processing, atmospheric and underground testing,
and the cleanup of nuclear waste;

. the suffering and forced displacement of Marshallese from testing of thermonuclear
weapons;

. people around the world who have been exposed to radioactive contamination from
nuclear testing fallout;

. future generations who will be exposed to the legacy of contamination from past uranium
mining or the production and testing of nuclear weapons;

. all people impacted by unmet human needs because of spending trillions of dollars on
nuclear weapons arsenals; and

. the flora and fauna of the various nuclear weapons areas across the globe.



development, testing, production, transport, possession, use, and
threat of use of nuclear weapons, we aim to build a voluntary
international network among various organizations of the
Catholic Church and to encourage information sharing,
exchange, and cooperation among member organizations.

Article 3. Activities

In order to achieve the objectives set forth in the preceding
article, PWNW shall, to the extent possible on a voluntary
basis, in accordance with the principles of Remembering,
Journeying Together and Protecting that Pope Francis, during
his visit to the atomic bombed cities, called “moral imperatives”
that “can open a path to peace” (Address of the Holy Father at
the Hiroshima Peace Park on November 24, 2019) carry out
activities to: (1) remember the destruction caused by nuclear
weapons, (2) journey together to prevent nuclear harm, and (3)
protect against nuclear harm.

(1) Suggested Activities for Remembering

To learn about the tragic history of the destruction caused by
nuclear weapons, to examine the present situation around
nuclear weapons, and to pray for the victims and for peace,

e Create educational opportunities to learn about the
destruction caused by nuclear weapons and the dangers
of nuclear proliferation, or opportunities to visit sites of
nuclear devastation;

e Schedule Masses and/or Eucharistic Adoration
devotions for the victims of the atomic bombings,
nuclear testing, uranium mining, as well as all nuclear
victims around the world, and for the realization of a
world without nuclear weapons;

e Participate in acts of charity, fasting, and almsgiving or
other sacrifices, and recite the two prayers specifically
selected for the “Partnership for a World Without
Nuclear Weapons,” or other prayers for peace.

(2) Suggested Activities for Journeying Together

To think, act, and support each other,



Listen to, and dialogue with, hibakusha (atomic bomb
survivors), downwinders,? uranium miners, peace
activists, nuclear engineers, military personnel,
diplomats, and others;

Think about what can be done, and take action, for the
abolition of nuclear weapons;

Raise funds to support the activities of the three
objectives (if possible):

(a) Support activities to promote the ratification and
expansion of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons;

(b) Support all nuclear victims around the world and the
restoration of the environment from radiation
contamination; and

(c) Support activities for the elimination of nuclear
weapons.

(3) Suggested Activities for Protecting

To protect life and the environment from nuclear harm
caused by the development, production, possession and
use of nuclear weapons,

Organize activities to promote the signing and
ratification of the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons;

Lobby political leaders to redirect funds currently used
for the development, production, and possession of
nuclear weapons to the relief of hibakusha,
downwinders, and all other nuclear victims, the
restoration of the environment, and the protection of the
earth.

Chapter 2 Membership

Article 4. Memberships

1.

Memberships in PWNW shall be open to any organization of
the Catholic Church that wishes to join PWNW and that agrees
with Articles 2 (Background and Purposes) and 3 (Activities).

There are two types of memberships: Endorsing Organizations
and Governing Organizations.

2 Downwinders include all people exposed to the radiation released from the
production and testing of nuclear weapons.



4.

Endorsing Organizations are organizations that agree with
Articles 2 and 3 and cooperate with PWNW, but are not directly
involved in the operation of PWNW.

Governing Organizations are organizations that agree with
Articles 2 and 3, cooperate with PWNW, elect one director
(Article 16), and become involved in the operation of PWNW
in accordance with the Bylaws. Only Catholic dioceses,
religious orders, and missionary societies are invited to become
Governing Organizations.

If organizations of the Catholic Church wish to become
members, they may choose one of these types of memberships
and apply for membership (Article 6). Organizations that are
already included in the partnership by virtue of a higher
authority in their organization are invited to become Endorsing
Organizations in their own right.

Non-Catholic organizations wishing to become members may
also apply for membership (Article 6).

Article 5. Conditions and Requirements

1.

Members of PWNW are encouraged to report annually (on a
form to be provided separately) on their major activities and to
share information in order to promote mutual information
sharing, exchange, and cooperation. Such information shall be
posted on the PWNW website (hereinafter referred to as the
“Website™). It shall be posted on the Website at the discretion of
the Website Managers (Article 15).

Members of PWNW shall share information, promote
exchanges, and cooperate with each other and shall bear their
own expenses to carry out their voluntary activities as stipulated
in Article 3.

The Governing Organization members of PWNW may be asked
to pay membership dues in accordance with the resolution of
the Board of Directors (Article 13) when expenses are required.
The members of PWNW may, at their discretion, either donate
the funds collected through the fundraising activities referred to
in Article 3, Section 2 to support activities in furtherance of the
three purposes of PWNW, or save the funds to carry out
activities in accordance with Article 6 of the TPNW (Victim
Assistance and Environmental Remediation) and Article 7 of



the TPNW (International Cooperation and Assistance). In
Japan, the Nuclear Free World Foundation, which the
Archdiocese of Nagasaki and the Diocese of Hiroshima have
taken the lead in establishing and operating, is raising funds for
the same three purposes, and we request the cooperation of the
Foundation as a vehicle for receiving donations.

Article 6. Membership Application

1.

2.

3.

Organizations wishing to join PWNW shall complete and return
a membership application form through the PWNW website.
The decision on membership shall be made by the Steering
Committee (Article 14) and the organizations shall be notified.
Upon approval by the Steering Committee, the member shall be
listed on the PWNW website in the respective sections of
Endorsing Organizations and Governing Organizations.

Article 7. Withdrawal and Termination

1.

2.

Members wishing to withdraw their membership shall notify the
President in writing.

If a member does not meet the requirements set forth in Article
5, or if the member’s statements or actions are contrary to the
requirements, the Steering Committee shall, at its discretion,
notify the member of the member’s expulsion.

Chapter 3 Officers

Article 8. Officers

MRS

PWNW shall have the following officers:

Directors (One from each “Governing Organization” member)
4-6 Members of the Steering Committee

10-12 Expert Members of the Steering Committee

President

Article 9. Appointment of Officers

1.

Each “Governing Organization” member elects one
representative as a member of the Board of Directors (Article 8,
Section 2).

Steering Committee Members are elected from among the
Directors representing “Governing Organization” members
mentioned in the previous section.



3. In addition to the Steering Committee Members mentioned in
Section 2, bishops emeriti (retired bishops), lawyers, academics,
and other individuals with expert knowledge and qualifications
(including interpreters and secretaries) may be appointed as
Expert Members of the Steering Committee. These
appointments are subject to the approval of the Steering
Committee Members specified in Section 2.

4. The President shall be elected from among members of the
Steering Committee, including the Expert Members of the
Committee.

Article 10. Duties

1. The officers (Article 8) shall primarily perform the following
duties.

2. The Directors shall listen to the voices (opinions) of the
respective member organizations and represent them in the
Board of Directors. They shall also communicate the decisions
of the Board of Directors to their member organizations.

3. The Steering Committee Members and the Expert Members of
the Committee shall, based on the resolutions of the Board of
Directors, make decisions on matters necessary for the
execution of the resolutions of the Board of Directors. They
shall also share or cooperate in the implementation of the
resolutions of the Board of Directors.

4. The President, as the chief executive officer of PWNW,
presides over the matters resolved by the Board of Directors and
the Steering Committee.

5. In the event of the President’s inability to act, or in the event of
a vacancy in the office of President, one of the Members of the
Steering Committee elected by ballot shall assume the
responsibilities of the President.

Article 11. Term of Office

1. The term of office of the officers shall be two (2) years.
However, reappointment shall not be precluded.

2. A person elected to fill a vacancy or to increase the number of
positions shall serve for the unexpired term of the predecessor
or incumbent officer.

3. The officers shall continue to serve after their terms expire until
their successors take office.

4. If the officers are unable to serve in that capacity due to
personnel changes within the organizations to which they



belong, their successors elected by the organizations shall be the
new officers. However, the term of office shall be as provided
in Section 2.

Chapter 4 Board of Directors and the Steering Committee
Article 12. Convening of Meetings

PWNW shall hold meetings of the Steering Committee and
meetings of the Board of Directors as needed.

Article 13. Board of Directors

1. The Board of Directors shall be convened by the President and
shall meet at least once a year, in principle in an online format,
and as necessary on an ad hoc basis.

2. The Board of Directors shall consist of all directors of the
Governing Organization members and shall make decisions on
matters concerning the overall operation of PWNW.

3. The President, or a Member of the Steering Committee
designated by the President, shall chair the meetings of the
Board of Directors.

4. The President may appoint one or more Secretaries from
outside the Board of Directors to attend the meetings.

5. A quorum for the transaction of business at any meeting of the
Board of Directors shall consist of a majority of the total
number of directors of the member organizations.

6. The agenda shall be decided by a majority vote of the directors
present, and in the event of a tie, the President shall have the
casting vote.

7. Resolutions by the Board of Directors shall be summarized in
the minutes, which shall be kept on file.

Article 14. Steering Committee

1. Meetings of the Steering Committee shall be convened by the
President and shall be held, in principle in an online format,
several times a year (approximately four to six times a year).

2. The Steering Committee shall consider membership
applications, prepare reports and agendas for member
organizations and the Board of Directors, coordinate
international activities, review documents to be published by
PWNW, manage documents prepared, arrange translations as



necessary, communicate with the Website Managers, and make
decisions on other necessary matters.

The Steering Committee shall be chaired by the President or a
member of the Steering Committee appointed by the President.
The President may appoint one or more Secretaries from
outside the Steering Committee to attend the meetings.

. A majority of the Steering Committee shall constitute a quorum

for the transaction of business at any meeting of the Steering
Committee.

The agenda shall be decided by a majority vote of the Members
of the Steering Committee present, and in the event of a tie, the
President shall have the final decision.

Resolutions made by the Steering Committee shall be
summarized in the minutes, which shall be kept on file.

Chapter 5 Website Managers

Article 15. Website Managers

1.

2.

3.

The Steering Committee shall appoint appropriate persons from
member organizations as needed (by country, language, region,
etc.) to manage the PWNW Website.

The opening of the Website in a new language shall be done by
a resolution of the Steering Committee.

The Website Managers shall serve on a voluntary basis.

Chapter 6 Amendments to the Bylaws and Dissolution

Article 16. Amendments to the Bylaws

The Bylaws may be amended by a majority vote of the Board of
Directors.

Article 17. Dissolution

PWNW shall be dissolved by resolution of the Board of
Directors when the objectives of PWNW are deemed to have
been achieved.

Article 18. Miscellaneous Matters

In addition to the matters specified in the Bylaws, matters
necessary for the operation of PWNW shall be decided by a
majority vote of the Board of Directors.



Supplementary Provisions

1.

The Bylaws shall enter into force on August 6, 2024.

2. PWNW?’s Governing Organizations at the time of its

establishment are the Archdiocese of Santa Fe and the
Archdiocese of Seattle in the United States, and the
Archdiocese of Nagasaki and the Diocese of Hiroshima in

The officers of PWNW at the time of its establishment are as
follows:

President:

Archbishop John C. Wester, Archdiocese of Santa Fe

Steering Committee Members:

Archbishop Paul Etienne, Archdiocese of Seattle
Archbishop Michiaki Nakamura, Archdiocese of
Nagasaki

Bishop Mitsuru Shirahama, Diocese of Hiroshima

Expert Members of the Steering Committee:

Archbishop Emeritus Mitsuaki Takami, Archdiocese of
Nagasaki

Rev. Masashi Nabeuchi, Archdiocese of Nagasaki
Rev. Masahiro Ito, Diocese of Hiroshima

Helen McClenahan, Chief Communication Officer,
Archdiocese of Seattle

Terri Nelson, Director, Integral Human Development,
Archdiocese of Seattle

James Thomas, author

Anne Avellone, Director, Office of Social Justice and
Respect Life, Archdiocese of Santa Fe

Leslie Radigan, Director, Office of Communications
and Social Media, Archdiocese of Santa Fe

Jay Coghlan, Executive Director, Nuclear Watch New
Mexico

Hirokazu Miyazaki, Kay Davis Professor of
Anthropology, Northwestern University and Nagasaki
Peace Correspondent



3. The languages of the PWNW Website at the time of its
establishment are English and Japanese.



